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EDITORIALS: STRUCTURAL FEATURES

The paper introduces the structural features oftagidils based on the data
collected from most popular newspapers. Editorial® newspaper articles that
combine fact and opinion to interpret current isswnd at the same time shape the
readers’ opinion. The main functions of editori@ee those of argumentation and
persuasion. The paper studies how these functimexpressed by some grammatical
means, such as passive voice, modal structuretgrsmntypes.
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Every day newspapers publish a large number of newdes. These
stories are “factual” articles: they report facibey do not include the feelings or
opinions of reporters, editors and owners of thevspapers. Newspapers also
publish separate articles in which they revealrtbain views on current issues in
the news. Such articles are referred to as “edisSriwww.slideshare. net/ Reza
Sha ms2014/newspaper-editorfallassified as a type of media discourse,
editorials belong to the large class of opinioncdisse. They are different from
both news reports and advertisements as they amosed to present evaluations
and comments about the news events already regarthd newspapers /van Dijk,
1995/. They aréadvocates” between readers and publishing houssddRe have
their own view about the current issue and edit®help to shape readers' opinions
in more precise way. Editorials persuade the reattethink the same way as the
publishing house or the editor does.

The choice of words and structures is vital fowsaerticles, especially for
editorials because by means of them writers shaw tiititude towards what is
presented in the editorial and try to grasp readgstention, that is why writers use
words or structures that are of special interesttalof the study is based on 20
editorials from the most popular newspapers in Ulie and USA. First we will
carry out the analysis of structural types of secss.

The structural types of the sentences in the editare the followings:

* Simple sentence

* Non-Simple sentence
— Complex
— Compound-Complex
— Compound
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Simple sentences do not prevail in editorials. tAsas been mentioned above,
editorials are written to show the views of the Imliting house or the editor and
affect the readers: its main “role”, function isdescribe the issue, to interpret it,
bring arguments, find solutions to this or thatlgbeon. In order to manage all these
carefully and in a proper way, to give plenty oformation in an organized way,
editors prefer to use non-simple sentences.

But we have observed that editors do not escapg sginple sentences. Texts
which are “loaded” with complex sentences served@scription, argumentation,
whereas simple sentences are used mostly for giaitg.

The arrest in the Philippines of the courageousrpalist Maria Ressa,

founder and head of the news organisation Rapjéen disgrace. Rodrigo

Duterte and his supporters have shown little tohee for anyone attempting

to hold him to account, as Rappler has done, irtipalar over the “war on

drugs” which has killed thousand@ he Guardian)

The example starts with a simple sentence whiguisat the beginning of the
editorial. It introduces the case, the addition&bimation is given by the attribute “
founder and head of the news organization Rappl€hien it is followed by
complex sentences.

Editorial writers prefer to use non-simple sentsncegompound and complex
sentences enable the writer to put more informaitiothe paragraph, in the text
than the simple sentences allow. We should alsdiarethat compound sentences
are used for description while complex sentenceamployed for argumentation.

Like simple sentences, compound sentences are saat fiequently in the
editorials. They are mostly employed for descriptidor giving details. The
number of clauses in compound sentences usedtoriats fluctuates between one
or two. The most frequently used conjunctionsaar@, but, while

This has to change, and the government is to benemded for appointing a

disability champion for arts and culture to addrebese problems(The

Guardian)

As we have mentioned editors do not escape usingpaond sentences, but
coordination is not a preferred means of conneatlagses in the editorials, that is
the reason why compound sentences are rare irriaito

As for complex sentences, we have observed thatrdunation is a preferred
and powerful means of connecting clauses of seaseimcthe editorials. The reason
of using complex sentences is quite simple: compxrences enable the writers to
give as much information as possible. In case aipmund sentences, if there are
more than two or three clauses, it often becomféiswdt for the readers to find the
logical succession of the events. But as for compglentences, they can contain
more than two or three dependant clauses but ardyiralependent clause, and this
hierarchical organization of the clauses bringsierachical organization of the
information in the text which helps the reader twte “tangled” in the loaded
sentence with plenty of information.
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The main idea of the sentence is expressed inrttiependent clause and
supporting ideas are subordinate to it as depenclanses, they express minor
ideas. The process of subordination indicatesitiests are arranged according to
their importance from the informative perspective.

The problem of complex sentences in editorials loartouched upon from
different perspectives: the number of dependantisela in sentence, types of
dependant clauses, the dependency relationships.

As was mentioned above, there is one independaunselwhich is supported
by dependant clauses. The number of these claasesvsentences may have one,
two, three or more clauses:

1. (1) The state has a policy of submitting mentalltheinformation to the

federal background checks system, (2) which shioaN@ flagged Mr. Cho as

ineligible to purchase firearms based on a stategisteate's finding in

December 2005 (3) that he posed a threat to himg2Itlaus¢ (Washington

Pos)

2. ()There is also a lack of understanding of theedwe of those with

disabilities among those (2)who work in the ar@which can lead to some

embarrassing, hurtful and cruel episodes — sucliddshen a young woman
with Asperger’s was ejected from a BFI screening $ipring ((5)for which the
organisation has since apologised.qlauses(The Guardiah

As for the main types, we observed four main typeslauses in editorials:
relative clause, adverbial clause, nominal clanes;finite clauses.

Relative clauseadd extra information to the sentence by defir@ngpun, but
if they are removed, the sentence will still grarticadly function. Relative clauses
are connected with the helpwho, which, whose, whom.

She previously had to post bail over tax fraud gearwhichshe said were

trumped up to harass and intimidate Rapp{@he Guardian)

But a_malighancyvhoseprimary victims are trusting children must be tie

by immediate and radical measures, not by appealsand-wringing.(The

New York Times)

Adverbial clauses- these dependant clauses play the role of adagrtbshey
can be removed but the sentence will still be gratiwally correct. The adverbial
clauses can be classified according to the adwitne, place, manner, degree,
concession, reason, conditio®dverbial clauses of timehich are introduced by
time adverbs, such aghen, since, after, untill, after, befogive extra information
about the time the action has happened.

This month’s confrontation was sparked wteesuicide bomber blew up a

convoy of more than 40 Indian soldiers in India@skmir.(The Guardian)

Adverbial clauses of placprovide the readers with information where the
action has taken place. They are connected to #ie ofause with the help of
conjunctionsvhere, wherever, anywhere, everywhere
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Mr. Trump’'s emergency declaration is destined tmdvup in the courts,

whereit could get bogged down indefinite(fhe New York Times)

It is worth mentioning that mostly the clausesiofe and place have middle
position in the sentences in our corpus of editwria

Adverbial clauses of comparis@re used in editorials as well: they show to
what degree something is done. Editors employtihie of clause to show their
attitude toward something that happened in the masbmething that will happen
in the future:

Anything would of course be better théme malign incompetence of his

predecessor Chris Grayling, who attempted to pirseatmuch of the probation

service with predictably disastrous resu(f3aily Mail)

So given the anticipation of this Judas kiss, d@uith now be clearer thaaver

that the only hope of salvation is Mrs May’'s déBhily Mail)

Adverbial clauses of comparison may have negatiymsitive connotation: for
example in the first sentence the clause showshbatditor is not satisfied with the
results. The second clause is also negativelyted!: the tense, the use of modal
verbs plays a huge role in defining the attitudéhefwriter. For example, in sentence
1 we would beshows something that would happen but didn't hafpezause of
some reason. In the second sentaimrildhas the meaning of probability. And in
the third sentence the comparison is in presesetahe editor is sure that his view is
the right one: it is accompanied by the modal veust.

Adverbial clausesf condition are employed in editorials very often. These
clauses show conditions under which the main ideaes into effect. They reflect
the view of the writer about something that willppan if a certain condition is
fulfilled. This type of clause is connected to thain clause by, unless:

These are potentially humane and effective steggecgally _if they were

combined with proper social support for offend€ithe Guardian)

“If today the national emergency is border securityndrrow the national

emergency might be climate changflhe New York Times)

The tense used in conditionals plays an importate iin defining the
possibility of fulfillment of condition. For examg] in the first sentence we have
past tense which shows possibility, advice which bving to the fulfillment of the
idea. In most cases past tense form shows unédgfitiondition which Qurik and
the others call hypothetical condition (Quirk, 1988ed in https://www.ajol.info/
index.php/ljh/article/view/87358/77072). The prestmse form shows “hopeful”
fulfillment and it is mostly used in persuasive tmg: with the help of these
clauses in present tense writers want to makeethaers believe in the action.

In the editorials there are alsadlverbial clauses of reasomhich are marked
by as, since, because:

There were students lined up and shot in a clagsraiudents leaping from

the windows of buildings to save themselves; a garumidentified for hours

becauséis head wounds were so sevélidie Washington Post)

27



osur L62ankubre pUMrArUINR3L *NrNSNkU 2019, 1 (26)

The editorials also contain adverbielauses of concessiohis type of
clauses offers a statement which contradicts tha idea:

ThoughMr Gauke didn’'t complete the thought, prison is fiaore likely to

aggravate a problem with substance abuse than teelpure it, as the drug

statistics show(The Guardian)

Adverbial clauses of concession are connecteddortain sentecne with the
help of subordinating conjunctiotisough, wheras, even.

Summing up we should mention that adverbial claasegypical to editorials
and they are vital for giving additional informati@bout when and where, under
what condition, for what reason the actions of thain sentences have been
realized. Our study shows that the most frequemslgd types of clause are the
adverbial clauses of time, condition, concessieason.

Nominal clauses — this type of clauses is usetiénetitorials very often and
it is conditioned by the purpose of the writer tgo@&nd the sentence and give as
much information as possible:

Ressa has called the campaign against Rapplénd of back-handed compli-

ment it shows (what}that the president sees it as a thr¢@ihe Guardian)

Just consider (what) how that would shatter the integrity of our democracy

and erode what'’s left of public trust in our patai class(Daily Mail)

Non-finite clauses- very often editors try to provide much informatibg
“packing” them in such clauses as non-finite claugdeis type of clauses enables
the editors to “pack” the information in a singengznceNon-finite clauses are of
two types -infinitival andpatrticipial.

The examples below contain non-finite infinitivdhases which complement the

nouns:

Would we trust the same kind _of technologpredict what crimes we might

next commit¥The Guardian)

Bishops who cover up their actions should be laitiand exposed, and the

order to do sanust come from the top, from the ponfifhe New York Times)

In the editorials non-finite clauses that complettba verbs are used more often:
Priests who are credibly shown to abugeldren should be thrown out of the
pulpit and identified to civil authoritf{The New York Times)

It is not clear to what extent he was pressed temp counseling or whether

a residential adviser was monitoring Mr. Cho andeatpting to reachim.

(Washington Post)

These clauses are very popular in the editorialisaae effective means for the
writers not to “load" the sentences with “heaviduses. The same refers to the
participial clauses. Participial clauses are vdtgroused after prepositions:

His solution: Sign the bill_while simultaneously cliging a national

emergency that, at least in his mind, would allom to shift funds and order

the military to start building his wal[The New York Times)
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In Myanmar, Reuters journalists Wa Lone and Kyaw So have lost their
appeal against seven-year sentences for repodimg@ military-led massacre
of Rohingya Muslims in Rakhine stafehe Guardian)

Infinitival and patrticipial clauses are employeddjitors very often because,
besides giving the writers an opportunity to “padk& information in a single
sentence, they also enable them to organize thaside an hierarchical
organization in order to make easier for the readatifferentiate between more
important and less important ideas.

As we have already mentioned, together with simptempound, complex
sentences there is also another type of sentetite complex-compound sentence
which represents an interesting correlation ancdpemation of subordination and
coordination. These sentences contain two or nratepiendent clauses which are
defined by dependant clauses. This type of sentsnuat often used by the writers
but we managed to find some examples:

1) (1) Millions of lives already have been upended -ell weyond the

800,000 federal workers not getting paid — andnllions more could be (3)

if the dysfunction continues, disrupting everythiingm air travel to the

federal courts to basic services throughout Ind@ountry.(The Guardian)

2) (LEPRDF had until last year been Tigray-dominated, (2) hige as an

Oromo (with an Amhara mother), reflects his slkaltsa politician as well as

the Oromo protests (3) which triggered his predsogs resignation

(The Guardian)

¢

This structure is the same for both examples. Edltariters seem to escape
such sentences because they bring confusion acéngytoo many ideas for the
readers to digest at once.

Summing up the results, we should once again mertiahinformation is
the “weapon” of the writers in the persuasion pssceAnd different types of
sentences help the writer to organize the weapfmnAvation in an effective and
efficient way. Thus, simple sentences enable thiréa writers to give factual
information, more often they are used for the sakebrevity. Compound
sentences are employed for elaborating the ideasnp@&x sentences are
employed for detailed, additional information. Ugirtomplex sentences in
editorials gives opportunity to expand the inforimatand different types of
dependent clauses enable the writer to deliveerdifft types of information.

In editorialsvoice plays an important role: whether the sentence ésl us
active or passive voice is of much importance. abtve voiceis employed by
writers when they want to focus on the doer ofabgon, for example:
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Rodrigo Duterte and his supportelsive shown little tolerance for anyone
attempting to hold him to accouifT.he Guardian)

As we see in the example the subject-doer of theesee iRodrigo Duterte
and his supportersSo, the focus is oRodrigo Duterte and his supportelis is
the carrier of the most important part of the infiation. The sentence could be
used by passive voice without mentioning the agementioning it but changing
the focus. But the writer wants to emphasize tleaippe have been shown little
tolerance byrRodrigo Duterte and his supporters.

When we change the active voice into passive wé& dbange the facts, the
essence of information, we change the sentencetusteu

The passive voicas used when the writer wants to focus on the atbjhe
target of the action. Passive sentences are lahger the active ones, they are
marked up by larger number of words, for exanigylewith.

Passive voice without the agent mentioned is useg eften in editorials and the
purposes are different:

» Sometimes the doer of the action is not import8oime of the best, or at

least sharpest, minds on the planet are devotediéssing what we might buy

next.(The Guardian)

» Passive structure is more preferable when the muigants to put emphasis

on the object, material, rather than on the actor:

The Saudi writer Jamal Khashoggasone of 80 journalists killethst year,

while hundreds more were locked.#pGhanaian journalistvho exposed

football corruption was shatead in January(The Guardian)

» Passive forms are also used when the writer wankedp the doer of the

action invisible, unknown

You don't really know who you are until you're dedto fight to defend it.

(The Guardian)

Very often, agent of the action is mentioned inspasforms. In this case the
writers try to emphasize both the object-materiathe process of the action and
the doer of the action at the same time:

Mr. Trump predicted that he would lose the firsugle of court rounds,

particularly in California federal courts, but walilultimately be_vindicated

by the Supreme CoulfThe New York Times)
We should mention that the sentences in activeevoievail in editorials.

Editorials can “evaluate” and comment the news.ifTimain goal is to influ-
ence readers’ opinions and make them accept thadatl interpretation of news.
So objectivity, just giving facts is rare for editd writers. They don't only convey
information but also interpret it from their viewpt To express their viewpoints
editorial writers use a number of devices and drtbam is the use ahodal verbs
for examplecan could for possibility, may, might for probability, will, would for
predicting the future events antust shouldfor necessity. We should mention that
modal verbs are used both in active and passivevoi
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Active voice structures —There are a number of simple measures that coelpl.
(The New York Times).
Passive modal verb structuresneet in the editorials very often:

Couldthere _bea worse breach of faith(Daily Mail)

Obviously, universities must bailant about potentially dangerous students

it is nearly impossible to set a fixed standardwhjich universities can expel

or remove a studenfThe New York Times)

Modal verbs help the editorial writers to show thé@ewpoint, evaluation:
whether they find something necessary, possiblEhaghie. Some evaluations can
be implicitly expressed by thgassive modal verbonstruction when the writers
want the readers to concentrate not on the doeoibuhe object of the action
showing their attitude toward it with the help obdal verbs.

Though editorials are written in subjective man@eguracy is very important
for editorials as well. Writers of editorials firglive information then bring
argumentation and after they try to persuade reattethink as they think and
interpret the events. That is why it is not suipgsto meet quotations — the exact
words of the speakers in the editorials. Quotatimake the editorials more lively
and colorful, but don't bring more objectivity tdi®rials because the writers may
choose such quotations that will serve to writeegl "editorical" objective and
support their viewpoint.

“I didn't need to do this,” President Trump insisteat a Rose Garden

appearanceon Friday.(The New York Times)

The Czech president, Milo§ Zeman, daist year that: “It hasn't yet been

possible to wipe out Czech journalist§The Guardian)

We should hasten to add that quotations and ddespeech are not used
much in the editorials. More often not whole claudmit individual words or
expressions are used in quotation marks. By theiueese "scarce quotes" author
wants to mark that what is put in quotes is questip taken into consideration, is
used in ironic or special sense.

The White House plans to “backfilthe money it is taking from the Pentagon

in future budgets.(The Guardian)

Starting in 2016, major platforms adapted that tealogy to filter for

“terrorist” content. (The New York Times)

As we noticebackill, terrorist are put in quotation marks. In the case of
backill and terrorist the writers want to put emphasis on these wordsit iz
reader to pay attention, to take into considerat@se words like they are the key
words of the sentence, the carriers of the mesgegeie see scare quotes are also
targetted at showing the things from evaluativespective.

Summing up the structural features of editorials amaclude that grammar
and syntax in particular play a huge role in edomriting. The use of
grammatical devices shows that the complex stratfieatures of editorial texts
are targeted at representing the evaluation, conamainthe editorial writer. As
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editorials are aimed at influencing readers’ opisiadhey use different strategies in
order to persuade them. The strategies are asvilloow to organize the editorial
text, what sentences to use in editorials, whatiipalevices to use to obtain the
main goal, i.e. to persuade readers to think theesaay the editors do.
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A. MATEBOCHH, JI. KOHASAH — Ilepeoosas cmamobsa u ee cmpykmypnole
ocobennocmu. — CtaTbsd TPEACTABISET CTPYKTYPHbIE OCOOEHHOCTH IEPENOBbIX
cTaTel, BbISBIEHHBIE HA OCHOBE M3YYEHHs MOIMYJSAPHBIX aHIVION3bIUHBIX Tazer. llepe-
JIOBBIE CTaThH, B OTIIMYHE OT HOBOCTHBIX, OOBEANHSIOT (PAaKT U MHEHHE, KOMMCHTUPYS
TEKyIIHe COOBITHS M BIMSSA Ha MHEHHE YHTATeNs. | TaBHBIMH (DYHKIMSIMU TI€PEIOBBIX
cTaTel ABISAIOTCS apryMEHTHpoOBaHME U yOexnaeHue. B ctarbe paccMmarpuBaercs, Kak
OHHM BBIP@KEHBI PA3IUYHBIMH I'paMMaTUYECKUMH CpPEICTBaMH, TaKHUMHU KakK cTpaja-
TEJBHBIN 3aJI0T, MOJAJBHBIE CTPYKTYPHI, CTPYKTYpPHBIE THIIBI IPEIOKCHHS.

Knrouesvie cnoea. niepenoBble CTaThbH, HOBOCTHBIC CTaThH, (PYHKIMH apryMeH-
TUPOBAHUS U YOSIKICHUS, HEPAPXUUCCKAs] OPTaHU3aIMsl MPEIUIOKEHUS, CTPYKTYPHBIE
THUIIBI IPEJJIOKEHUH, CTpaJaTeIbHbIN 3aJI0T, MOAAIBHBIE CTPYKTYPHI
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